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HIGH LEVEL SEGMENT / PANEL DISCUSSION / BOOK LAUNCH 

“A MODEL LAW ON SUSTAINABLE SOIL MANAGEMENT IN AFRICA” 
Stellenbosch Institute of Advanced Study (STIAS), Wallenberg Research Centre 

Stellenbosch, South Africa, 29 April 2025 

 

 

PROGRAMME 

 

10h  Arrival of participants / coffee and tea in the lobby 

 

10.30h  Opening on behalf of the organisers, introduction and moderation 
• Prof. Oliver C. Ruppel, Director, Development and Rule of Law Programme (DROP), 

Stellenbosch University, South Africa and Research Center for Climate Law (ClimLaw), 
University of Graz, Austria; currently STIAS fellow 

 

10.45h  High level segment statements: The need for legal action 
• Prof. Sibusiso Moyo, Deputy Vice Chancellor: Research, Innovation and Postgraduate 

Studies, Stellenbosch University 
• Clement Mavungu Phebe, Legal Officer, Pan-African Parliament (PAP) of the African Union 
• Kysseline Chérestal, Esq., Legal Officer, Development Law Branch, Legal Office, Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
• Dr. Francis Tetteh, African Soil Partnership (AfSP) 

 
11.15h  Presentation of the Model Law, its Commentaries and Rationale 

• Dr. Pamela Towela Sambo, Immediate Past Chairperson of the Human Rights Commission 
of the Republic of Zambia and Senior Lecturer, Law School, University of Zambia 

• Prof. Christopher Tamasang, Professor of Law, Faculty of Law and Political Science, 
University of Yaoundé II, Cameroon; Vice Chairperson of the Association of Environmental 
Law Lecturers from African Universities (ASSELLAU) 

• Dr. Delwendé Innocent Kiba, former Minister of Agriculture of Burkina Faso and President of 
the Soil Science Society of Burkina Faso 

 

11.40h  Panel discussion 
 
Discussants from the Pan-African Parliament 
• Hon. Sakata Garry (DRC), Chairperson of the Committee on Agriculture of the Pan-African 

Parliament (PAP) of the African Union 
• Hon. Abdallah Barakat Ibrahim (Djibouti), Vice Chairperson of the Committee on Agriculture 

of the Pan-African Parliament (PAP) of the African Union 
• Hon. Sulayman Saho (Gambia), Rapporteur of the Committee on Agriculture of the Pan-

African Parliament (PAP of the African Union 
• Hon. Awatef Cheniti (Tunisia), Member of the Committee on Agriculture of the Pan-African 

Parliament (PAP) of the African Union 
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Discussants from the Model Law-Writing-Team 
• Prof. Riyad Fakhri, Professor of Law and Director of the Business Law Research Laboratory, 

Hassan First University, Morocco; Vice-President of the Association of Environmental Law 
Lecturers in Middle East and North African Universities (ASSELLMU) 

• Dr. Emma Chitsove, registered attorney in Zimbabwe and Botswana and lecturer, University 
of Botswana 

• Eng. Laban Kipkorir Kiplagat, former Director of Agriculture, Land and Environment 
Management, Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development, Kenya; Chairperson of the 
Steering Committee of the Inter-Sectoral Forum on Agroecology and Agrobiodiversity of 
Kenya 

• Dr. Harald Ginzky, German Environment Agency (UBA); currently STIAS fellow 
 
12.30h  Book launch: “Legal Pathways to Sustainable Soil Management in Africa” 
 

An Authors Input 

• Félicie Ralalaharimiadana, former Director of Tourism, Environment, and Spatial Planning of 
Madagascar, CEO of Tontolo Maharitra Research and Consultancy Cabinet, Madagascar 

 
Book contributors (present) 

 
• Prof. Sibusiso Moyo, Deputy Vice Chancellor: Research, Innovation and Postgraduate 

Studies, Stellenbosch University 
• Prof. Riyad Fakhri, Professor of Law and Director of the Business Law Research Laboratory 

at Hassan First University, Morocco; Vice-President of the Association of Environmental Law 
Lecturers in Middle East and North African Universities (ASSELLMU) 

• Prof. Christopher Tamasang, Professor of Law, Faculty of Law and Political Science, 
University of Yaoundé II, Cameroon; Vice Chairperson of the Association of Environmental 
Law Lecturers from African Universities (ASSELLAU) 

• Eng. Laban Kipkorir Kiplagat, former Director of Agriculture, Land and Environment 
Management, Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development, Kenya; Chairperson of the 
Steering Committee of the Inter-Sectoral Forum on Agroecology and Agrobiodiversity of 
Kenya 

• Dr. Emma Chitsove, registered attorney in Zimbabwe and Botswana and lecturer, University 
of Botswana 

• Georgina Naluzze, lawyer from Uganda and former researcher at the Development and Rule 
of Law Programme (DROP) 

• Dr. Pamela Towela Sambo, Chairperson of the Human Rights Commission of the Republic of 
Zambia 

• Dr. Delwendé Innocent Kiba, former Minister of Agriculture of Burkina Faso and President of 
the Soil Science Society of Burkina Faso 
 

Book editors 
• Prof. Oliver C. Ruppel, Director, Development and Rule of Law Programme (DROP), 

Stellenbosch University and Research Center for Climate Law (ClimLaw), University of Graz 
• Dr. Harald Ginzky, German Environment Agency (UBA) 
• Ruda Murray, researcher at the Development and Rule of Law Programme (DROP) and 

Doctoral Student, Faculty of Law, Stellenbosch University 

 

12.45h  Group photo followed by lunch 

 

END OF PROGRAMME 

 

For any logistical arrangements contact Dr. Katharina Schlichting, Project Coordinator,  

Development and Rule of Law Programme (DROP), Stellenbosch University, email: krs@sun.ac.za 

Development and Rule of Law Programme [DROP] 

Stellenbosch University, Private Bag Republic of South Africa 

http://drop.sun.ac.za/ 

mailto:krs@sun.ac.za
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Achieving long-term  
sustainability  
for Africa’s resources

This publication is based on a project funded by the German 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ) on a “Model Law for Sustainable Soil Management in  
Africa”. One of the key findings of the research underscores the 
urgent need for more comprehensive soil protection laws and  
coordinated efforts to tackle the root causes of soil degradation in 
Africa. It highlights legal pathways to improve soil management 
and ensure the long-term sustainability of Africa’s soil resources. 
The book provides an in-depth analysis of soil protection efforts 
across various African countries, including Botswana, Burkina 
Faso, Cameroon, Kenya, Madagascar, Morocco, Mozambique,  
Namibia, South Africa, Uganda, and Zambia.
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